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REPORT 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

3lst  DECEMBER,  1945 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
the  Borough  of  Chippenham. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1946. 

This  report  is  based  on  Ministry  of  Health  Circular,  13  47  dated 
the  13th  March,  1947. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  L.  BROOMHEAD,  M.D., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  acres) 

1,197 

Population  (1946) 

12,800 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1 946  according 
to  Rate  Book) 

3,356 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ... 

£78,230 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 

£323 

Vital  Statistics  for  1946. 

Cf. 


Total 

M. 

F.  Rate  E.  & W. 

Live  Births 

255 

133 

122 

Legitimate  ... 

234 

123 

1 1 1 

Illegitimate  ... 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

21 

10 

I 1 

19.9  19.1 

Still  Births 

Rate  (per  1,000  total  population) 

13 

10 

3 

I.OI  0.53 

4 


Deaths 

Rate  (per  1,000  population)  ... 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Puerperal  causes 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  I year: 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legi- 
timate live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  ille- 
gitimate live  births 


Cf. 

Total  M.  F.  Rate  E.  & W. 

,10.8  11.5 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

6 3 3 23.5  43.0 

5 2 3 21.4 

I I 0 47.6 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  21  13 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  0 0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

yrs.  of  age)  ...  ...  0 0 


8 

0 

0 

0 


Deaths  from  Influenza  ...  ...  I 

„ ,,  Respiratory  Diseases 

(21,22,23)  ...  II 

,,  ,,  Diseases  of  Heart  and 

Blood  Vessels 
(18,19,20)  ...  62 


0 


Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  occurring 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year  1946. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

5 

Diphtheria  ... 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

29 

1 

Measles 

8 

0 

Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  ... 

8 

5 

Dysentery  ... 

0 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  ... 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

2 

5 


Deaths  from 

all 

Causes. 

Cause 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Typhoid  and  parat  : Fevers 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  resp  : sys  : 

2 

0 

2 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

2 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

Influenza 

1 

0 

1 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

Ac  : Polio-myel:  and  Polio-enceph  : 

0 

0 

0 

Ac  : Inf  : enceph  : 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer  of  buc  : cav  : & oesoph  ; (M) 
Uterus  (F)  0 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer  of  breast 

0 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

12 

5 

17 

Diabetes 

0 

0 

0 

Intar-cranial  vascular  lesions 

5 

8 

13 

Heart  diseases 

20 

24 

44 

Other  dis  : of  circ.  system 

4 

1 

5 

Bronchitis 

1 

3 

4 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

4 

Other  resp  : dis  : 

0 

*3 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

0 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

0 

0 

0 

Appendicitis  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Other  digve.  dis  : 

2 

3 

5 

Nephritis 

3 

3 

6 

Puer  : and  post-abort  : sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

Other  maternal  causes  ... 

— 

0 

0 

Prem  : birth  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Con  : mai  : birth  in]  : infant  : dis  : 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

Road  traffic  acc  : 

1 

1 

2 

Other  violent  causes 

0 

2 

2 

All  other  causes 

II 

5 

16 

71 


67 


138 
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Tuberculosis. 

New  cases  and  mcrtaiity. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M ; 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

55 

45 

55 

65  and  upwards 

1 

! 

1 1 

' 1 

! 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

i 

! * 

1 

1 

I 

Totals 

3 

2 

i“T' 

; 2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

Water  Supplies. 

Present  Position. 

The  Councii’s  water  undertaking  has  produced  an  average  of 
l,3-^9,0C0  gallons  per  day  throughout  the  year.  This  output  is  well 
within  the  possible  yield  of  the  Council’s  borehole  sources  at  West- 
mead  and  Ivyfields. 

The  quality  and  quantity  has  been  satisfactory.  Precautionary 
chlorination  of  .2  parts  per  million  continues  to  be  carried  out  at 
the  Council’s  Pumping  Stations. 

The  water  is  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

The  Council’s  area  of  supply  was  extended  by  order  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  issued  on  26th  February,  1947  and  a piped  supply 
of  water  is  available  at  all  dwelling  houses  within  the  whole  of  the 
Council’s  area  as  extended.  The  extension  brings  into  the  Council’s 
supply  area  the  “ overspill  ” development  on  the  West  and  North 
of  the  Borough  which  has  been  supplied  with  the  Town  Council’s 
water  for  some  years  by  arrangement  with  the  Caine  and  Chippen- 
ham Rural  District  Council.  The  Borough  Engineer  is  now  engaged 
in  inspecting  all  mains  and  services  in  the  extended  area. 

During  the  period  under  review,  the  Town  Council  have  laid 
such  new  mains  and  services  as  are  required  for  new  housing  projects^ 
at  Derriads  Housing  Scheme  and  for  privately  erected  houses  in 
other  parts  of  the  Borough. 

Future  Schemes. 

New  mains  are  to  be  laid  for  the  Greenway  Lane  Housing 
Scheme  and  arrangements  are  being  made  to  afford  supplies  of  water 
to  Bradford  and  Melksham  Rural  District.  No  extensive  internal 
improvement  schemes  are  under  immediate  consideration. 
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Copies  of  Analyses. 

REPORT  ON  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF 

WATER. 

Water  sample  received  on  5.7.46  at  9.30  p.m.  from  27  Palmer 
Street,  High  Level.  Chippenham  Town  Council. 


I.  Bacteriological  Count. 

Total  colonies  growing  on  agar  at  37°C  in  48  hrs. — I per  I ml. 
of  water. 


2.  B.  Coli  Counts  at  38°C  in  48  hrs.  and  44°C  in  48  hrs. 


Quantity  of  water  tested 

Acidand  Gas  from  Lactose. 

at  37  °C 

at  44  °C 

Five  tubes  of  10  ml.  water 

1 

1 

Five  tubes  of  1 ml.  water 

■ 1 i 

1 

1 

: 1 

As  result  of  calculation  made  from  above  : 

(1) .  Number  of  Coli  Aerogenes  per  100  ml.  growing  at  37°C 

Nil. 

(2) .  Number  of  Faecal  types  of  B.  Coli  per  100  ml.  growing 

at  44°C Nil. 


Opinion  : — 

Bacteriological  Examination  shows  no  evidences  whatsoever 
of  harmful  pollution. 

(Sgnd.)  E.  M.  DARMADY, 
Pathoiogist. 


Copy. 

Analysis  of  a sample  of  water  received  on  5.3.46  from  Borough 
of  Chippenham — Labelled  18,  Sheldon  Road,  Chippenham — High 
Level. 
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Appearance 


Colour 

Odour 

Reaction 

Acidity  as  CO2 

Electric  conductivity  at  20' 

Alkalinity  as  CaC02 


Bright — very  few  particles  of  mineral 
debris. 

Tubidity  : Less  than  5 parts  per  million. 
Silica  Scale. 

Normal 

Nil. 

Neutral:  7.2 
2.4 

C 590. 

26.5. 


Results  expressed  in  parts  per  1,00,000. 


Ca. 

Mg.  Na. 

CO3  SO4  Cl.  NO3  Si02 

Probable  Combinations. 

11.3 

0.8 

15.9  5.5  2.1  1.0 

10.6 

15.9 

Calcium  Carbonate 

26.T0 

0.7 

1.7 

Calcium  Sulphate 

2.40 

0.8 

3.1 

Magnesium  Sulphate 

3.90 

0.3 

0.7 

Sodium  Sulphate 

1.00 

1.4 

2.1 

Sodium  Chloride 

3.50 

1.0 

Silicia 

1.00 

Difference 

0.70 

39.00 

Carbonate 

Hardness  Total  31.0  (Temporary) 
Free  Ammonia  Less  than  0.004 
Albuminoid  Ammonia  — 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80° 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  0.00 

Metals  Absent 


Non-Carbonate 
26.5  (Permanent)  4.5 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  — 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  — 

0.015 

Nitrogen  in  nitrites  Absent. 


Signed.  GORDON  MILES. 
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Sewage  Disposal. 

The  extensions  of  the  Westmead  Sewage  Disposal  Works  were 
commenced  late  in  1946  and  construction  is  expected  to  take  2 years. 
At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  labour  and  materials  shortages 
indicate  that  completion  may  be  delayed  beyond  this  programme 
period.  In  the  meantime  pollution  of  the  river  by  this  outfall 
continues. 

Patterdown  Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  working  satisfactorily 
but  continue  to  be  hampered  by  inadequate  sludge  drying  areas  and 
storm  water  tank  capacity. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Present  Arrangements. 

During  the  year  an  order  has  been  placed  for  a new  “ Lewin  ” 
Compressor  Refuse  Collecting  Machine  which  the  Borough  Engineer 
expects  to  be  delivered  during  July  1947.  The  new  Machine  is 
totally  enclosed  and  should  be  an  improvement  on  the  existing 
covered  trailer  collecting  vehicles. 

Shortage  of  dustbins  continued  to  be  a difficulty  during  the  year 
under  review  but  supplies  appear  to  be  easier  and  should  very  soon 
improve  general  conditions  of  storage  of  refuse  between  collections 
in  domestic  premises. 

Disposal  of  Refuse. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  “ The  Cuttings  ” 
Bath  Road,  where  reclamation  of  land  has  been  successfully  carried 
out  over  a period  of  years.  The  “ Swamp  ” area  has  been  com- 
pletely reclaimed  and  tipping  is  being  continued  to  raise  the  level 
of  the  whole  field  of  some  18  acres  in  area.  The  Borough  Engineer 
estimates  that  tipping  can  be  carried  on  here  for  about  10  years  or 
more. 

Nuisances  are  controlled  by  covering  refuse,  the  use  of  tip 
dressings  and  frequent  rodent  eradication. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

82  Informal  and  I statutory  notices  were  served  for  the  abate- 
ment of  nuisances.  12  notices  had  not  been  complied  with  at  the 
end  of  the  year  due  to  difficulties  in  acquiring  the  necessary  materials. 

Housing. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  under  Section  I I Housing  Act 
1936  in  respect  of  8 dwelling  houses.  The  families  from  6 of  these 
were  re-housed  during  the  year. 

Of  the  14  condemned  houses  occupied  at  the  time  of  the  last 
Annual  Report,  4 only  were  still  occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Of  the  16  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  last  year,  12  were 
abated  during  the  year.  13  further  cases  were  revealed  and  3 of 
these  were  also  abated  during  the  year. 
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Disinfection. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  lO  homes  after  Infectious 
Diseases.  Bedding  and  clothing  were  treated  in  the  steam  disin- 
fector where  this  was  considered  necessary. 

4 premises  were  treated  for  vermin. 

Scabies. 

34  persons  from  1 4 homes  were  treated  at  the  Public  Assistance 
Institution  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 


Rodent  Control. 

Systematic  treatment  of  sewers,  brooks,  and  surface  premises 
was  continued.  Very  few  complaints  of  infestations  are  now 
received. 


Meat  Inpection. 
Condemnations  during  1946. 


Bovines 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

L. 

140  Carcases 

81778  lbs.  ... 

...  36 

10 

0 

18 

415  Heads 

13247  „ 

...  5 

18 

1 

3 

80  Forequarters 

11749,, 

...  5 

4 

3 

17 

17  Hindquarters 

2692  „ 

...  1 

4 

0 

4 

606  Plucks 

8679  „ 

...  3 

17 

1 

27 

767  Livers 

9512  „ 

...  4 

4 

3 

20 

99  Skirts 

198  „ 

1 

3 

2 

86  Melts 

172  „ 

1 

2 

4 

Meat 

6262  „ 

...  2 

15 

3 

18 

Pigs. 

1 8 Carcases 

1878  lbs.  ... 

16 

3 

2 

73  Heads 

921  „ 

8 

0 

25 

Offal 

1349  „ 

12 

0 

5 

Meat 

115  „ 

1 

0 

3 

Calves. 

315  Carcases 

12944  lbs.  ... 

...  5 

15 

2 

8 

1 Head 

Offal 

5 „ 

269  „ 

2 

1 

5 

17 

Meat 

265  „ 

2 

1 

13 

11 


Sheep. 

30  Carcases#  1 252  lbs. 

9 Heads  29  ,, 

Offal  1 753 

Meat  1 20  ,, 

TOTAL 


II  0 20 

I I 
I5  2 I7 

I 0 8 


...  69  5 2 I3 


The  slaughterhouses  in  Chippenham  serve  the  following  areas: — 
Borough  of  Chippenham  Borough  of  Caine 

Borough  of  Devizes  Borough  of  Malmesbury 

and  Rural  Districts  of  Caine  & Chippenham  Malmesbury  & Devizes. 


Condemnations  of  Miscellaneous  goods  during  I946. 


Tinned  goods 

. 2480 J 

Plaice  (Imported)  ... 

2 stones 

Margarine 

. 3 lbs. 

Herring  

1 4 stones 

Butter  

. lib. 

Fish  Cakes  ... 

1 60 

Smoked  Bacon  .. 

,.  lOJIbs. 

Semolina  

2 pkts. 

Sheep  Liver 

Kelloggs  All  Bran  ... 

I pkt. 

(Imported) 

,.  60  lbs. 

Herring  Butter 

6 pots 

Prunes  

..  I545  lbs. 

Vinegar  

I quart 

Fish  (Wet) 

. 2 boxes 

Bakehouses. 

No. 

in  area 

II 

No.  of  inspections 

22 

No.  of  Notices  ... 

3 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order. 

No.  of  producers 

B"  No.  of  retailers  with  premises  in  the  Borough  ... 
No.  of  retailers  with  premises  outside  the  Borough 
No.  of  accredited  producers  ... 

No.  of  accredited  dealers 
No.  of  T.T.  producers 
No.  of  T.T.  dealers  ... 

No.  of  pasteurised  plants  (Holder  process) 

No.  of  pasteurised  plants  (H.T.S.T.  process) 

No.  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 

No.  of  notices  served 

No.  of  samples — Designated  milks 


6 

5 


} 


4 


I 

0 

0 

3 
I 

0 

54 

4 
64 


Ice-Cream. 

Inspections  of  premises  according  to  Sections  1 3 and  1 4 Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  I938  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  for  the 
purpose  of  sale  of  ice-cream 
(of  these,  8 only  manufactured  during  the  year) 


II 
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No.  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  8 

(of  these,  4 only  sold  during  the  year) 

No.  of  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  II 

Factories  Act,  1 937. 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

No.  of  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


School  Children. 


In  addition  to  the  usual  re-inspection,  6I4  children  in  the 
Routine  Age-groups  were  examined  during  the  year  under  review. 
Of  these,  64.8%  were  found  to  be  of  normal  nutrition  and  I7. 1% 
were  excellent.  Only  1 6%  were  found  to  be  slightly  sub-normal 
and  1. 6%  badly  under-nourished. 


Closure  of  Schools  during  I946. 

NIL. 

Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

Average  Attendance  October  1 946'...  ...  I,97l 

No.  taking  milk  on  a day  in  October  1 946  ...  1, 832  (92.9%) 

Pasteurised  milk  supplied  to  ...  ...  1, 4I5  children 

Tuberculin  Tested  milk  supplied  to  ...  4I7  children 

By  the  end  of  1946,  every  school  had  a supply  of  fresh  milk 
daily,  provided  free  of  cost,  but  limited  for  the  present  to  one-third 
pint  per  child. 

School  milk  supplies  are  sampled  by  the  County  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  biological  examination  four  times  a year  and  endeavours 
are  made  by  the  Veterinary  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
to  undertake  clinical  examinations  of  the  Accredited  and  Non- 
Designated  herds  four  times  annually.  This  is  not  always  possible, 
however,  owing  to  shortage  of  staff. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1 946,  the  following  numbers  of  children 
have  been  successfully  immunised  : — . • 

Ages  I— 4 ...  746  (63.7%)  Ages  5— 1 4 ...  1645  (97.3%) 

Total  ...  2391  (83.6%) 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year  under  review. 


School  Meals  Service. 

No.  of  children  receiving  mid-day  meals  at  school  during  October 
1946 

Full  or  part  payment  ...  718  Free  89 

During  1946  a Central  Kitchen  was  opened  in  Chippenham  which 
supplies  mid-day  meals  to  the  schools  at  Chippenham,  Kington  St. 
Michael,  Stanton  St.  Quinton  and  Hullavington. 


